Winter 2021 Newsletter

GOODBYE 2020! WELCOME 2021!
After the challenging year of 2020, we were all ready for it to be
in the Past. Our hopes are for a fresh start and improved new
year in 2021.
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Positive changes did occur in 2020 that will propel us into 2021.
We saw more online activity in all art communities than ever
before. Some of us took online workshops or watched instructional videos. Many Societies, including The Watercolor Society of Alabama, went online with their exhibitions.
This online trend will continue even as we hope for more in-person contact.
As this is written, the new WSA Online Juried Exhibition process is at work. Several
Board members have stepped up to make this possible. Lyn Gil and Sondra Carlisle are
busy putting the entry package together for judging. The number of entries was record
setting this year! Many thanks to Lyn, Sondra, and all the artists that have applied. You
will see another amazing exhibition of WSA artist’s talents.
We would also like to welcome our new Board member, Nancy Paden. Nancy is an
award-winning Alabama artist. She has been active in many Exhibitions and workshops.
She has graciously volunteered to be our new Alabama Members Showcase Director.
Welcome Aboard, Nancy!
This year is big for the WSA for another reason. The spring WSA National Exhibition will
mark our 80th year of promoting art! This makes Your WSA one of the oldest and longest running societies for watercolor. What an amazing accomplishment! Whether you
are a long-time member or a fresh new member, this long-established history of Excellence is something to be very proud of.
The 2021 National Exhibition will be held at the Tuscaloosa Arts Council Center Gallery
in downtown Tuscaloosa. It will be a special time. The Arts Council, the university, and
WSA will be coordinating the workshop and the Exhibition. Watch for the information
for this special event in the next few months. WSA hopes that everyone of its members
will help celebrate this historic time.
As always, we are continually looking for new venues, new volunteers, and new ideas.
Please volunteer in anyway you can.
Thanks to each of you for making the very strange 2020 a successful watercolor art
year! You all are the heart of the WSA! Continue to paint and participate.

WSA President
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I hope this issue of the WSA Winter Newsletter finds everyone safe, healthy
and full of inspiration.
As Walt mentioned in his message, the WSA National Online Showcase
entries are completed and all I can say is WOW! We received a record number of entries and they were all amazing. I know the selection & awards
judge Chris Krumpinski will have a difficult job ahead.

Jan 23 - 2021 Online Showcase Juror’s selections & awards
Jan 25 - 2021 Online Showcase opens
Jan 31 - Prospectus for the 80th WSA Annual National Exhibition
March 15 - Spring newsletter submission deadline

Lyn Gill, you’re the bomb-diggity! Lyn deserves all of the credit for getting
this showcase organized. The Showcase will open on January 25th on the
WSA website.
In the last newsletter I thought adding painting challenge would be fun,
RIGHT!? Well, maybe we were all to busy to add a painting challenge to our
list of things to do during the holidays (I know I was). So I’m going to let this
challenge ride through another issue. You can find the information in the
Resources & Inspiration section. If you have suggestions, ideas or comments for the NL please reach out to me directly. I would love to hear from
you.
The deadline to submit artist news for the next issue of the WSA newsletter
will be March 15th. Send your submissions to me sonlynn33@gmail.com.
Don’t forget the painting challenge! I can’t wait to see them.
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February 2021

Happy Painting!

Publicity Director / Newsletter Editor
Cell—251-583-5735 | email—sonlynn33@gmail.com
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Follow us @watercolorsocietyofalabama
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Welcome Nancy to the
WSA Executive Board!
ancy M. Paden is a signature member of both the Alabama Watercolor Society and the Watercolor Society of North Carolina. Her paintings
have been juried into several National Exhibitions. Recent awards include
Marjorie Creighton Memorial award WSA National Exhibition 2020, 2nd
place in WSNC 2019, 1st place WSNC 2016, Signature Members Award
WSA 2015 .
She has worked in the design field for many years, taught and created her
own art in the form of murals and fine art for the last 20 years. She depicts
her subjects in watercolor, acrylic, and oil in a lively realistic style. Her enthusiasm for people, nature, and wildlife is evident in her work. She currently resides in Wilsonville, Alabama . She says “it’s great to be home”
after spending 20+years in Mobile, and the last 13 in Greensboro, NC.

You don’t want to miss our 80th!
The National Show will be at the Tuscaloosa Art Center. The Tuscaloosa University of Alabama Art Department will also help
sponsor this exhibition. This will be our 8Oth National Exhibition. Look for the prospectus to be posted on the WSA website in the
coming weeks.
The 2021 AMS Show dates are still to be determined. It will be held at the Heritage Hall Museum.

Exhibition Director

2021 National Schedule:
May 17- 21 Art shipped
May 22

Art hand delivered

June 3 - 5 Workshop
June 4

First Friday reception

May 24

Exhibit Opening

June 6

Reception and awards (1:00 PM – 3:30PM)

July 23

Exhibit Ends
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Patrick Faile | “Alaska Range”, a landscape of the De-

nali National Park, Alaska was selected for Artfields 2021
juried exhibition and art festival in Lake City, SC on April
23rd through May 1st. It is painted on 20” X 30” Arches cold
pressed watercolor board with Daniel Smith transparent watercolor paints. Patrick has painted many of the National
Parks in the US and Canada over the last decade. He will be
teaching a workshop and holding a solo exhibition at the Union County Arts Council, Union, SC this spring with his National Park Series of paintings. More details to come.

Ann Pember | ”Turbulence” (pictured) has been selected for Audubon Artists 78th Annual Exhibition Online Show; Nov-June2021. Poignant Peony has
been selected for the Fallbrook Art Center 12th Annual Signature Watermedia
Exhibition; Feb-April 2021. “Idyllic Iris” won the Jurors Choice Award; Central
New York Watercolor Society Members Exhibition Online and “Dancing Light”
won the First Place Award, with Gold Medallion in MTWS 38th Annual National
Juried Exhibition. Ann also won the Helen Burger Memorial Award in Aquamedia, Audubon Artists 78th Annual for “Turbulence” .

Ellen Jean Diederich
RRWS,TWSA,WW,WSA
invites you to watch this short video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=uv2-jN8Lw4w
You can view the FREE edited 2 1/2
hour video demonstration at
www.EllenJeanDiederich.com/
workshop.
This allows you to stop and watch the
video as many times as you like.

“The Cowboy and his Horse”
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Isabelle Wilson was a Signature Gold Member in 2019 when WSA got word that she passed away. She was not
only a wonderful artist, but a very lovely, gracious person, that participated in all of the WSA activities whenever she had a chance. She also generously contributed many delicious foods for our receptions. We know she
was highly active in her Leeds, AL community where she lived.
Isabelle’s painting was accepted to the 33rd WSA National Exhibition, as per our records, and she remained a
member throughout the years since then. Her paintings had been accepted to numerous WSA National Exhibitions as well as to Alabama Members Showcases. We shall remember her for many years to come. A special
thank you to her daughter, Marsha Cabuk, for sharing these images with us

Watercolor Society of Alabama Winter 2021 Newsletter
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Dear WSA Member:
The rather odd and crazy year 2020 is behind us and a new
year has started. Let us hope 2021 will be a good year for all
of us.
The WSA fiscal year for 2021 did start over 3 months ago on 1
October 2020. The WSA fiscal year starts on 1 October every
year. Dues are $40.00.
If you do not see your name listed by last name on the WSA
Website Membership Directory, in the drop-down menu below the Membership tab, you have not renewed for the fiscal
year 2021.
A few of you have not yet renewed, your membership is not
current as of 1 January 2021. Still unsure whether you have
renewed for the year 2021, please email me at
stuttgart80@knology.net
WSA appreciates your membership
and best wishes for the year 2021!

Noreen Brunini, VA
Raquel Coll, AL
Christoffer Frank, AL

Kie Johnson, GA
Margie McInarnay, AL
Susan Tobin, FL
Manish Rajguru, KY
Rashmi Ranjan, CA
Linda Young, PA

Happy painting,
WSA Membership Dir.

Member Galleries Page - How to Participate and How to Manage your Gallery
The WSA Member Galleries Page with 10 painting images is available to all current members and provides an
opportunity to get additional online exposure and introduce yourself to other water-media artists across the
country. The gallery page is available to current WSA
members at a cost of $30.00/year which is due on 1 October annually. You have a grace period of 30 days after
1 October, same as for the membership dues.
Currently 10 WSA members have created their own gallery page. We have one new member for the Member
Galleries, but she has not established her page yet. The
individual gallery page may be viewed either by clicking
on the Member Galleries tab and then click on the member’s name or you can go to the Membership Directory
listing below the Membership tab and click on View Gallery listed next to the member’s name.

give viewers the opportunity to see more of your work
and learn more about you.
Images for your gallery page should be watercolor or
water media. No nude images are permitted on your
Member Galleries page because WSA is a familyoriented organization.
Please view instructions on how to set up and how to
manage your gallery on the WSA website below in the
drop-down menu below the Member Galleries tab. It
looks more complicated than it is.
Note: If you do not have photo editing software on your
computer, go to the free online editing tool at:
www.resizeimage.net
If you need additional help, please do not hesitate to
email Heike at stuttgart80@knology.net

Your members gallery page offers a direct link to your
personal website. List your website address within your
biography when you establish your gallery page. This will
Watercolor Society of Alabama Winter 2021 Newsletter

6

Resources & Inspiration
7 ways to mix pantry supplies &
watercolor to create dynamic results
1. Plastic wrap (shattered/broken mirror effect)
Generously add watercolor paint to paper using a basic technique, such as wet-in-wet, first. Then, press scrunched-up plastic
wrap over the top and leave it to dry. The watercolors will pool
under the plastic wrap texture and dry there, creating an interesting, textured look. Tissue paper will give a similar effect.

2. Rubbing alcohol (unique organic, bubbly effect)
Start with highly concentrated wet paint on your paper surface.
Use a Q-Tip, pipette, or even just a clean brush to touch rubbing
alcohol drops to the paint surface. The rubbing alcohol will cause
the paint to repel, pushing it away while leaving a lighter color
exposed.
3. Doily stencil (beautiful lace pattern)
Carefully paint over the lacey part of a paper doily. Be careful not
to use too much water or the paint will spread under the doily’s
surface. Repeat until desired space is filled.
4. Crystallizing (rough but shimmery effect)
Shake or swirl equal amounts of Epsom salts and water (start
with ½ tsp. of each) along with a pinch of salt in a covered jar.
Add liquid watercolor for your desired hue. Swirl the mixture gently for 3-5 minutes and paint as usual. Dry overnight. Saturate
paper with paint mixture to form large crystals.
5. Rice (smooth blobs of absorbed color)
Paint paper as usual (use other techniques like a graded wash to
create a more interesting effect). Paper should be very wet with
paint before sprinkling dry rice over paper surface. Let dry overnight.
6. Oil (intense tie-dye)
Pour small amounts of liquid watercolor and cooking oil into separate containers. Put a tray underneath your paper and slowly
drop watercolor and oil onto your paper using pipettes. Limit your
color palette to a few colors to prevent paint from mixing into
brown puddles. Let dry overnight.
7. Glue and salt (rough, textured outline)
Begin by drawing with white school glue. Pour small amounts of
salt over glue outline. Carefully touch watercolor brush onto glue
and salt line. Color will bleed with glue and salt. Let dry at least
overnight.

Do you have tips / instructional videos to share? Send your
information for the Resources & Inspiration page to
sonlynn33@gmail.com
Watercolor Society of Alabama Winter 2021 Newsletter

Springfield, MO. (January 4, 2021) – The Springfield Art Museum is pleased to announce a call for
entries for Watercolor USA 2021, highlighting the
very best in contemporary American watermedia.
This year’s exhibit will run from June 5 through
August 29, 2021. The deadline to apply is February 21, 2021.
For full information on entry rules, entry fees, and
how to submit artwork, please visit https://
www.sgfmuseum.org/246/Watercolor-USA. The
Springfield Art Museum is located at 1111 East
Brookside Drive. Admission is always free. Donations are gratefully accepted.

The Winter NL Painting Challenge subject is:

VINTAGE
There are so many different ideas that come
to mind for “vintage” so have fun!
Email a photo of your finished painting to be
included in our next newsletter.
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WATERCOLOR SOCIETY OF ALABAMA

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Dues are valid October 1st thru September 30th each year ... Annual dues are $40.00
Please make check payable to Watercolor Society of Alabama (or WSA) and mail to
Membership Director: Heike Covell, 11012 Willingham Dr., Huntsville, AL 35803-2073
___New Membership ___Renewing Membership Change of: ___Address ____Phone ___E-mail
NAME__________________________________________________________________________________

STREET________________________________________________________________________________

CITY_________________________________________________STATE___________ZIP_______________

EMAIL____________________________________________WEBSITE______________________________

PHONE (H)_________________________________

PH (Cell)_________________________________

Dues expire after January 1st of the fiscal year if you have not renewed.
NOTE: You will need to be current with your dues when you send entries for the WSA Annual National
Exhibition, which occurs after 1 January of each year.
Active members who are current with their dues have full voting rights, are eligible to be officers,
members of committees, and serve on the board of directors.

Benefits:
•Invitation to WSA activities including Exhibitions and WSA sponsored Workshops
•Discounts on WSA exhibition entry fees, Workshop fees, and art supplies
•Full-color catalogue of paintings from WSA National Exhibitions
•E-Notification as appropriate for current news, WSA quarterly Newsletters, etc.
•Earn points toward Signature Member status with privilege of using WSA initials after signature
•Option to have a personal art gallery page on WSA website

Dear Member, WSA is truly grateful for your support. We need you and your ideas
to help WSA accomplish its goals of inspiring, growing, and networking artists.
GET INVOLVED, MAKE NEW FRIENDS, GIVE BACK TO YOUR ORGANIZATION!

Watercolor Society of Alabama Winter 2021 Newsletter
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Fiscal Years 2019-2021 Executive Board
President – Walt Costilow
President-Elect (AMS Director) – Nancy Paden
1st Vice President (Exhibition Director) – Jaceena Shepard
2nd Vice President (Membership Director) – Heike Covell
3rd Vice President (Publicity Director/Newsletter Editor) – Sondra Carlisle
4th Vice President (Donations/Awards Director) – Deborah Guy
Treasurer – Mary Fountain
Recording Secretary – Melinda M. Mathews
Corresponding Secretary – Diane D. Shepherd
Historian – K.M. McWhorter
Parliamentarian – Lectora (Tora) K. Johnson

We need You!!
Consider volunteering to
serve the WSA this
year!

National Online Showcase Director – Keith Jones
Alabama Members’ Showcase Director – Nancy Paden
Webmaster (Facebook/Mailchimp Director) – Lyn Gill

We’d love to hear from you… to contact a Board Member visit https://watercolorsocietyofal.org/board-of-directors/

Airfloat Systems provides inexpensive, reusable
packaging solutions for shipping and protecting fine
art. Our customers include art galleries, museums,
auction houses, and artists all over the world.
USE CODE: WSA for 20% off

The #1 destination for creating custom frame kits in a variety of solid woods and Nielsen® metals. We also print &
frame art and photography. Enjoy superior quality, fast
service & free shipping. Love your art. Frame it right. USE
CODE: ALLIANCE2014 for 5% off

Airfloatsystems.com

Americanframe.com

BLICK Art Materials

Georgia Watercolor Society

Creative Catalyst Productions

Louisiana Watercolor Society

Golden Artist Colors

Salis International—Dr. Ph. Martin’s

Jack Richeson & Co., Inc.

Southern Watercolor Society

M. Graham & Co.

Tallahassee Watercolor Society

Cheap Joe’s Art Stuff

Texas Watercolor Society

Winsor & Newton

HK Holbein Artist Materials

Keep up with the latest news & events—Follow us
@watercolorsocietyofalabama on Facebook & Instagram
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