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FROM THE PRESIDENT
What a joyful experience it was to be surrounded by the marvelous
paintings exhibited at the Alabama Center for the Arts in Decatur. The
spirit of each artist ﬁlled my heart, mind and soul with beauty and
thanksgiving. You absolutely must take time to visit the handsome new
center and the WSA 78th National Annual Exhibition. Every exhibiting
member of WSA is to be commended on the ﬁne, outstanding and
beautiful work displayed.
As you may have heard, an Exemplary Service Award, honoring Jaceena Shepard’s
dedication to WSA, was awarded to Melinda Mathews for her painting, “Layered
Conversation.” It goes without explanation that Jaceena has given her all to our society
from the ﬁrst day she became a member. She was truly touched and honored by the
recognition and stated how thrilled she is that Melinda, who also has given her time and
expertise to WSA, received the award. It takes a community of dedicated artists to come
together, work together and play together to put on exhibitions. As you will note the quality
of each exhibit continues to improve.
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Keiko Tanabe’s workshop was indeed “fast and
furious.” With two daily demonstrations she
imparted an unbelievable amount of information
from technique, to value, composition, design
and, for me, perspective for painting. Her quick
rendition of street scenes, as well as waterways,
found us speechless and busily attempting to
create something similar to her paintings.
Although I know I’ll never be able to paint as
quickly and loosely as she, I did pick up some
pointers which hopefully will ﬁnd their way from
my mind, into my hand, and into my paintings.
Join me in a big thank you to Jaceena and
Shirley Tucker for ﬁnding Keiko, bringing her to
Alabama and putting on a marvelous workshop.
Watch for the next opportunity to stretch your
skills through WSA workshops. You won’t be
disappointed!
Continued on next page ...

2

Summer is almost upon us and time ﬂies by before we know it. So, remember, get out
your brushes, and stretch your mind, skills, and creativity, and enter the WSA Alabama
Members Showcase to be mounted at the Heritage Hall Museum in Talladega this
September.

Tora Johnson

Watercolor Society of Alabama
toradave@gmail.com
205-423-0922

Board of Directors
President – Lectora (Tora) K. Johnson
President-Elect (AMS Director) – Walt Costilow
1st Vice President (Exhibition Director) – Jaceena Shepard
2nd Vice President (Membership Director) – Heike Covell
3rd Vice President (Publicity Director) – Sondra Carlisle
Treasurer – Mary Fountain
Recording Secretary – Melinda M. Mathews
Corresponding Secretary – Diane D. Shepherd
Historian – K.M. McWhorter
Parliamentarian – Shirley J. Tucker

Directors at Large
Donations/Awards Director – Deborah Guy
National Online Showcase Director – Keith Jones
Webmaster/Facebook Director – Lyn Gill
Newsletter Director (Editors) – Gordon & Marsha Nelson

To contact a Board Member, go to watercolorsocietyofal.org

Attention WSA Members!
Please consider filling one of these opening positions on our Board:
President-Elect ….. or ….. Newsletter Editor
As your Newsletter Editors for the past two years, Gordon and I have enjoyed serving
you. It has been a pleasure to interact with many fellow artists as we compile each
newsletter.
For the next person/s who takes over this position, we will offer guidance for the process. We’ve been using Microsoft Publisher, but other software programs could be
used.
The Fall Newsletter October 1 will be our last, so please let WSA know as soon as
possible that you are interested in filling this position.
Thank you! Gordon and Marsha Nelson
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2019 Alabama Members Showcase
Open to WSA Members Residing in Alabama

Timeline
July 10

Entry DEADLINE — Extended

July 13

Juror Selection Begins

July 27

Artists Accepted List and Acceptance Letter
with Shipping Instructions posted on Web

Aug 26-29

Shipped Work Due at Heritage Hall Museum

Aug 31

Hand Carried Work Due 10:00AM-1:00PM

August 31

Annual Member’s Meeting 1:30-3:00PM

Sep 12-14

Workshop with Judi Betts 9:30AM-4:00PM
Thur and Fri; 9:30-3:30PM Sat at HHM

Sep 15

Award Ceremony and Opening Reception
1:00PM-3:00PM at HHM

Nov 8

Exhibition Closes

Nov 9

Hand Carried Paintings to be picked up
10:00AM-1:00PM

Nov 11

Paintings packaged and shipping begins

See AMS prospectus at … https://watercolorsocietyofal.org/
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WSA 78th National Watercolor Workshop
With Keiko Tanabe

5

78th National Annual Exhibition

Award Ceremony & Reception
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WSA TRIBUTE TO JACEENA F. SHEPARD
WSA Board of Directors was pleased to present the Jaceena Shepard
Exemplary Service Award at the 78th National Annual Exhibition Awards
Ceremony. This special award is designed to commemorate a volunteer who
has devoted unusual time, extraordinary effort and leadership in advancing the
goals of the Society. The Jaceena Shepard Exemplary Service Award was juried
by Keiko Tanabe who selected the painting “Layered Conversation” by Melinda
M. Mathews as the winner.
Jaceena has provided exemplary service to WSA by contributing her many
talents including managerial, organizational, financial, and contractual skills. Since 2009 Jaceena
has worked tirelessly in many different roles necessary to execute the mission of WSA. She has
served as a knowledgeable Parliamentarian, Treasurer, President Elect, and President (twice),
often serving in multiple positions on the Board of Directors. Whenever there was a shortage of
volunteers, Jaceena would jump in and perform the tasks, investing her time and funds, never
allowing WSA’s essential objectives to go unfulfilled. She presently serves as First Vice
President in charge of National Exhibitions.
As National Exhibition Director since 2010, she secures appropriate venues throughout
Alabama to ensure a balanced statewide WSA presence, typically planning three years in
advance. Jaceena contracts with nationally and internationally known selection jurors and
award judges. She serves as Entry Chair and Workshop Director and organizes the National
Exhibition Reception and Awards Ceremony. Jaceena also manages the publication of our
beautiful WSA annual exhibition catalogue that is distributed nationwide.
Jae is currently a WSA Signature Gold Lifetime Member. In her words “To me,
watercolor is the most fascinating and spontaneous of all the art mediums; in reality, it is
unpredictable. It is the interplay between water and paint that makes this medium so exciting.”
Jaceena is an accomplished artist whose paintings and prints are in collections locally and
nationally. She exhibits in juried competitions, has received several national awards, and is a
member of various national societies. She has curated art exhibitions for several galleries and
museums, including the watercolor portion of a Smithsonian Exhibition. Recognizing the
importance of “giving back” to the art community, she devotes time to teach classes and
workshops at the TN Valley Museum of Art. All of this is in addition to her full-time service to
WSA!
Knowing the significance of volunteering, Jae eagerly shares her knowledge and expertise
by providing support and training to many WSA volunteers. She has always performed her
duties in a fiscally responsible manner, building the WSA treasury to provide improved services
to Society members and the art community at large. Jae’s contribution to the growth and
prosperity of WSA is exemplary, and her alacrity and efforts, portray a model volunteer.

WSA Board of Directors
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Please join us in congratulating
all award winners in WSA’s
78th National Annual Exhibition
The winners of this years show are listed:
Award of Excellence – Kate Aubrey, “Been There”
Board of Directors’ Award – Z. L. Feng, “Spring River”
Jaceena Shepard Exemplary Service Award – Melinda Mathews, “Layered
Conversation”
Merit Award – Suzanne Accetta, “Kirikou”
Merit Award – Deborah Garst, “Angel Dance”
Merit Award – Anne Hightower-Patterson, “Light Reading”
Signature Award #1 – Chris Krupinski, “Red Onions and Garlic”
Signature Award #2 – Barbara Rettig, “Dying to Live”
Signature Award #3 – Joyce Lowery, “Below the Dam”
Signature Award #4 – E. Jane Stoddard, “At the Docks”
Juried Award #1 – Norma Herring, “Patrician Woods”
Juried Award #2 – Helen K. Beacham, “Mother Mary Comes to Me”
Southern Watercolor Society Award – Tora Johnson, “Welcome to Nevis”
Decatur Art Guild Award – Corky Goldman, “Bayou Tranquility”
Georgia Watercolor Society Award – Kathleen Durdin, “The Watering Can”
Louisiana Watercolor Society Award – Dorothy Balkovetz, “Fruit, Flowers and Wine”
Tallahassee Watercolor Society Award – Pio Lyons, “Napoleon House”
Texas Watercolor Society Award – William C. Morris, “Home Stand”
Patron Fine Art Award #1 – Matthew Bird, “Pomegranates”
Patron Fine Art Award #2 – Katherine Lansing Vaughn, “Ancient Doorway”
Patron Fine Art Award #3 – Diana Toma, “Deep Down Where the Soul Hums”
Patron Fine Art Award #4 – Iain Stewart, “Sebil Bufe, Istanbul”
Patron Fine Art Award #5 – Elaine Nunnally, “Coming Home Late”
Patron Fine Art Award #6 – Mollie Jones, “Candlewick and Grapes”
Patron Fine Art Award #7 – Steve Taylor, “PC Docks”
Patron Fine Art Award #8 – J. David Davidson, “A Time to Gogh”
Please visit our website for the complete gallery
at https://watercolorsocietyofal.org/
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78th National Exhibition Award Winners
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Below the Dam
Joyce Lowery
WSA Signature Member Award

Mother Mary Comes to Me
Helen K. Beacham
WSA Juried Member Award

12

Napoleon House
Pio Lyons
Tallahassee Watercolor Society Award

13

Fruit, Flowers and Wine
Dorothy Balkovetz
Louisiana Watercolor Society Award

14

Deep Down where the
Soul Hums
Diana Toma
Patron Fine Art Award

15

A Time to Gogh
J. David Davidson
Patron Fine Art Award

Many thanks to
Alabama Center for
the Arts for providing
their beautiful facility for
our Workshop,
Exhibition and Opening
Reception and Awards
Ceremony!
Reminder:
August 2 – Exhibition Closes
August 3 – Hand Carried Paintings to be picked up (10:00AM – 1:00PM)
August 5-6 – Paintings packaged and shipping begins.
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WSA Beginning Watercolor Workshop
The Watercolor Society of Alabama hosted a beginning watercolor
workshop at Alabama Art Supply in Birmingham on Saturday, March
23, 2019. The workshop taught new artists basic setup, methods, and
techniques in watercolor painting. There were many students in
attendance from different locations in Alabama and Georgia. The
workshop was taught by Keith Jones, Associate Professor of Art at
the University of Alabama in Huntsville and a WSA Board Member.
Another beginning watercolor workshop is planned for 2020.

Tips and Tricks
Artists sometimes find themselves in need of quickly
editing images of their work for show submissions but
might not have the photo editing software at their
fingertips to make adjustments. The free online website
called pixlr.com can provide an artist with quick editing
tools. The website allows the artist to resize large
photos to smaller sizes, make minor color edits, crop
pictures, and perform light retouching. The online site is
super easy to use and does not require photo editing
training.
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Member Spotlight
Karen Frattali
I have been a long time painter in the middle
Atlantic region of the U.S. Chester County, my
home, is in the southeastern part of
Pennsylvania, and has been home to many water
media painters. My earliest influences in the art
of watercolor, centered in this part of
Pennsylvania and included the work of world
renowned Andrew Wyeth. I grew up with a keen
interest in art, but it was during the 80’s that I
began to invest my time and energy into refining
my skills, after my degrees in education and a
considerable period of teaching in a public high
school. Courses in Philadelphia as well as
reading and practicing filled my spare time when I
was not taking care of my two young children. In
the early years of the millennium, I began to
teach adult classes in watercolor. Later, I also
became a board member of the Pennsylvania Watercolor Society, acting as vice president for
a number of years and eventually president for a year. Participation in all of those avenues
helped to move me into the competition world of national and international juried exhibitions.
My painting style is definitely anchored in realism with a passion for emphasizing the abstract
qualities that come from light and shadow. That is something I learned from observing and
studying the work of Andrew Wyeth and from doing workshops with some of the best in the
world of watercolor. Abstraction within realism is a bit different from nonrepresentational work.
I like the blend of the two disciplines. I have also developed a technique for doing the second
phase of my drawing in paint (an under-painting), which helps to create a three dimensional
blueprint for the composition to move forward. I teach this to most of my classes as a way to
work the whole composition and move it forward evenly. This helps to prevent value
imbalances and unnecessary mistakes that need correction. I also strive for luminosity in my
color palette. I carefully choose a palette that creates a saturation of color and vibrance that
looks wet even after drying. In all, I love the medium of transparent watercolor and the value
that artistry adds to my life.
Paintings are like children, that you are happy to place in a house where the buyer is excited to
treat it like a new member of the family. It is not just something to be placed over the sofa to
match the colors of the interior. I have been fortunate to place some of my work in the homes
of excited new owners who love to look at their painting and find happiness. I feel very
privileged to have been able to enjoy such an endeavor in my life.
www.karenfrattali.com
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Member News
Several of Ardythe Jolliff’s
paintings have been accepted
into various exhibitions this
year: “Stars, Shells and
Shadows” in the Missouri
Watercolor Society’s 2019
International Exhibition; “Shells
on Display” in the Baltimore
Watercolor Society’s 2019 MidAtlantic Regional Watercolor
“Stars, Shells and Shadows”
Exhibition; “The Soloist” in the
West Virginia Watercolor Society’s 35th Annual Watercolor Exhibition where it won an
Award of Excellence; "Under the Cecropia Tree" in the Georgia Watercolor Society’s
40th National Exhibition; "Lacy Reflections" in the Illinois Watercolor Society's 35th
National Exhibition, and "Collection Reflections" in the Southern Watercolor Society’s
42nd Juried Exhibition where she was the awarded Life Membership status by having
exhibited in10 SW Exhibitions.

New WSA member Kate Aubrey’s portrait, “From the
Heart”, has been accepted for inclusion in “Splash 21
- Capturing Mood”. It is scheduled to be released in
August of 2020.
Also, Juror Don Andrews, AWS, has awarded Kate
Aubrey’s watercolor, “The Word Not Spoken,” third
place in the Northwest Watercolor Society’s 79th
International Open Exhibition, on display now through
July 11th at the Shoreline City Hall in the greater
Seattle area, Washington.
“The Word Not Spoken”

www.kateaubrey.com
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Mike Mazer just completed a solo
invitational exhibition of 24 of his
marine watercolors at the Akillian
Gallery located at Massasoit
Community College in Canton, MA
where he also participated in a
juried fine art (all media) exhibition
and won 3rd Prize for his painting
“Inflatable Reflections”. He was
one of three artists selected to
participate in an invitational
exhibition at Tabor Academy in
Marion, MA, where three of his
marine paintings depicting scenes
“Inflatable Reflections ”
of Buzzards Bay were on display
during a collaborative program. This
was sponsored by The Buzzards Bay Coalition, Marion Art Center and Tabor Academy,
bringing awareness to the health of, and life along Buzzards Bay. Mike will be exhibiting
two of his watercolors in the Coos Art Museum’s 26th Annual Maritime Exhibit July13
through September 28, 2019.His painting of the USCG Buoy tender, “Ida Lewis,” was
accepted into the 2019 COGAP Collection in Washington, D.C.

Rebecca Latham was honored to receive
these recent awards for her watercolor
paintings: 23rd Annual Maryland Black
Bear Conservation Stamp; ARC Salon
Finalist; Bison in Art 2019 First prize,
National Buffalo Museum; Richeson
Golden Award; Georgia Watercolor
Society's 40th National Exhibition,
Dawsonville, Georgia.

"Bison In Art National Exhibition"
at The National Bison Museum,
Jamestown, North Dakota

Rebecca Latham - Wildlife and Nature
Artist
Web. http://lathamstudios.com/rebecca
Blog. http://rebeccalatham.com/
New Work on Instagram. https://
www.instagram.com/rebeccalathamart/
Facebook. http://facebook.com/
rebeccalathamart/
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Tom Francesconi’s
painting, “Dubrovnik
Harbor,” was awarded Third
Place in the 2019
International Watermedia
Exhibition in Houston. Tom
currently has paintings in the
Red River Watercolor
Society's 2019 National
Exhibition and the 2019
Adirondacks National
Exhibition of American
Watercolors. Tom's
painting, “Eternal
Passage,” has been selected
for inclusion in the upcoming
2019 Rocky Mountain
National Watermedia
“Dubrovnik Harbor”
Exhibition. He will be
conducting a workshop, Fresh
and Expressive
Watercolors, at the Franciscan Life Process Center in Lowell, MI, October 10-12,
2019. For more information, please go to www.tomfrancesconi.com
Tom Francesconi, AWS, NWS, TWSA, WW
(708) 799-8161 info@tomfrancesconi.com

Watercolor Workshop by
Michael Davis
Saturday July 13th
10 am until 4 pm
Please contact Michael soon at
(205) 746-2245 to register and
reserve your place in the class.
Class size is limited and
beginners are welcome. The
class is $125 and you will
receive a supply list. Just bring
a sack lunch and water and
soft drinks will be provided. The
location is Rik Lazenby's Genesis Art Studio at 738 Shades Mountain Plaza in Hoover
(Bluff Park).
michaeldavisart@att.net— www.MichaelDavisWatercolors.com
Facebook: Michael Davis Watercolors
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From the Membership Director
Dear WSA Member:
Summer has arrived and I personally am already looking forward to Autumn when the
temperatures are just a bit cooler. However, summer has its charm as well.
If you have not renewed by now for the fiscal year 2019 which started on 1 October 2018
your membership has expired on 1 January 2019 and your name was deleted from the
WSA Membership Directory on the website. In case you had an advanced level of
membership you lost it and the points you earned up until then. By renewing you would
regain your previous membership status plus your points. The new fiscal (dues) year for
2020 starts on 1 October this year 2019 and you have time to renew until the end of this
year 2019. One more note: You do not need a password to send entries or become a
member or make donations unless you wish to establish a Member Galleries Page.
All current members, i.e., those who have renewed their membership for the fiscal year
2019, are listed in alphabetical order by last name in the membership directory which is
located in the drop-down menu of the Membership tab. It is an easy way to check and
see whether you are a current member or not.
I was reminded the other day that some of you are unaware that WSA has 5 levels of
Signature Membership as well as other levels of membership. The membership levels
are explained below the Membership tab on the WSA website in the drop-down menu
together with any other information you may need concerning your membership.
Member benefits:
 Invitation to WSA activities by MailChimp, including Exhibitions and WSA sponsored
Workshops
 Discounts on WSA Workshop fees. Entry fee only is needed when you are current
with your dues; discount on some art supplies
 Full-color catalogue of paintings from WSA National Exhibitions
 MailChimp notifications as appropriate for current news, WSA quarterly Newsletters,
etc.
 Earn points toward Signature Member status with privilege of using WSA initials after
signature
 Option to have a personal art gallery page on WSA website
In case you have questions or any changes concerning your email address, mailing
address, or phone, please email me at stuttgart80@knology.net or use the WSA website
to leave a message so we may pass on important information to you, when needed.
As always, WSA appreciates your membership,
Heike Covell
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Member Gallery Page: How to Participate
The WSA Member Gallery Page provides an opportunity for you to get
additional online exposure and introduce yourself to other watermedia artists
across the country. If you would like to have a direct link to your personal
website, list your website address with your biography when you establish
your gallery page. This will give viewers the opportunity to see more of your
work and learn more about you. Currently 7 WSA members have created
their own beautiful gallery page. The individual gallery page may be viewed
either by clicking on the Member Galleries tab and then click on the
member’s name or you can go to the membership directory listing below the
Membership tab and click on View Gallery listed next to the member’s name.
Members who wish to participate will create and manage their own Gallery
page. Instructions on how to set up and manage your gallery are provided
on the website. If you need additional help, please do not hesitate to email
Heike at stuttgart80@knology.net You may upload up to 10 images, edit your
biography, delete and exchange images at any time. Images for your gallery
page should be watercolor or watermedia. No nude images are permitted
because WSA is a family oriented organization.
The gallery page is available to WSA members at a cost of $30.00/year
which is due on 1 October annually. You have a grace period of 3 months
after 1 October, same as for the membership dues. If your membership is
current, you may either pay online to create your gallery page or send a
check to Heike Covell, 11012 Willingham Dr., Huntsville AL 35803-2073.
Upon receipt of online payment or check I will contact you by email.
Heike Covell

Welcome New Members
Allen Bridgforth - MS
Ron Hooper – LA
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A special thanks to our generous 2019 Award
Patrons for their contributions in making our
exhibition such a great success!
AIRFLOAT SYSTEMS

GOLDEN ARTIST COLORS

www.airfloatsys.com
USE CODE:
“WSA” for 20% discount

www.QoRcolors.com

AMERICAN FRAME
www.americanframe.com
USE CODE:
“Alliance2014” for 5% discount

BLICK ART MATERIALS
www.dickblick.com

HK HOLBEIN ARTIST MATERIALS
holbeinartistmaterials.com

JACK RICHESON & CO., INC
www.richesonart.com

M. GRAHAM & CO.
www.mgraham.com

CHEAP JOE’S ART STUFF
www.cheapjoes.com

SALIS INTERNATIONAL, INC
https://www.docmartins.com/

CREATIVE CATALYST
PRODUCTIONS, INC
https://ccpvideos.com/

WINSOR & NEWTON
www.winsornewton.com

DISCOUNTS for MEMBERS
AIRFLOAT SYSTEMS
www.airfloatsystems.com
Gives 20% discount to WSA members on strongboxes for shipping. Mention the code: “WSA”
AMERICAN FRAME
www.americanframe.com
Use code: “Alliance2014” for 5% discount
WSA has become an affiliate with
DICK BLICK Art Materials
Go to the following link when ordering supplies:

PLEASE NOTE
Since this is a quarterly newsletter,
the next submission deadline
will be September 20th.
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WATERCOLOR SOCIETY OF ALABAMA
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Dues are valid October 1st thru September 30th each year ... Annual dues are $40.00
Please make check payable to Watercolor Society of Alabama (or WSA) and mail to
Membership Director: Heike Covell, 11012 Willingham Dr., Huntsville, AL 35803-2073
___New Membership ___Renewing Membership Change of: ___Address ____Phone ___E-mail
NAME__________________________________________________________________________________
STREET________________________________________________________________________________
CITY_________________________________________________STATE___________ZIP_______________
EMAIL____________________________________________WEBSITE______________________________
PHONE (H)_________________________________

PH (Cell)_________________________________

Dues expire after January 1st of the fiscal year if you have not renewed.
NOTE: You will need to be current with your dues when you send entries for the WSA Annual National
Exhibition, which occurs after 1 January of each year.
Active members who are current with their dues have full voting rights, are eligible to be officers,
members of committees, and serve on the board of directors.

Benefits:
Invitation to WSA activities including Exhibitions and WSA sponsored Workshops
Discounts on WSA exhibition entry fees, Workshop fees, and art supplies
Full-color catalogue of paintings from WSA National Exhibitions
E-Notification as appropriate for current news, WSA quarterly Newsletters, etc.
Earn points toward Signature Member status with privilege of using WSA initials after signature
Option to have a personal art gallery page on WSA website

Dear Member, WSA is truly grateful for your support. We need you and your ideas
to help WSA accomplish its goals of inspiring, growing, and networking artists.
GET INVOLVED, MAKE NEW FRIENDS, GIVE BACK TO YOUR ORGANIZATION!
I can help with …
__ Exhibitions
__ Sponsorship/Awards
__ Workshops
__ Publicity
__ Newsletter
__ Receptions

__ Hospitality
__ Membership
__ Website
__ Programs/Invitations
__ WSA Board

__ Other ________________________

